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ABSTRACT
Lydia Li-Hui Huang

TITLE: Need Assessment on Pastoral Premarital Guidance for Christians
in Churches of Chinese Baptist Convention.

The problem of this study was to understand the needs for premarital
guidance among the Christians in Churches of Chinese Baptist
Convention.

Questionnaires and Focus Groups are the two methods used for this
study. Part of the questions for survey research was revised from the
questionnaire originally developed by Yuhn-Wern Shiao. The six
hundred and twelve valid subjects of sampling were Christians aged
twenty or over coming from thirty-four churches. Statistical analysis
included frequency analysis, and crosstabs. = The Focus Groups consisted
nineteen interviewees from thirteen different churches were assembled by
three groups. The researcher conducted all interviews and recorded them
with audiotapes for analysis.

The study found that 24.5 % of subjests were experienced Pastoral
Premarital Guidance, and 89.3% of them felt satisfied or extremely
satisfied. 95.1% of subjects were willing to have Premarital Guidance
and the major reason is recognizing that it is helpful for marriage. The
findings indicated that counseling contents need to include Bible teachings
and interactive skills.  95.1% of subjects thought that church should offer
Premarital Guidance service to communities. 49.7% of subjects were
willing to be trained as guides. All interviewees ageed the need of
Premarital Guildance in church. Some interviewees reflected that so far
churches were not able to apply community premarital services because of
too few counselors. In this case, the findings could be a challenge for
both Churches and seminary to cope with the problems between ‘need and
ability’.
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